





Winning Bi-partisan Support

The Coalition and its partners have worked successfully
with Republicans and Democrats in the U.S. Congress
and White House to make Great Lakes restoration a
national priority — leading to strong support amongst
federal public officials even in tough economic times.

Making the Economic Case for the
Great Lakes

In 2007, the Coalition collaborated with the Brookings
Institution on a report finding that every $1 investment in
Great Lakes restoration produced at least $2 in economic
benefit—solidifying the argument that restoration efforts
are good for both the environment and economy.

Securing Presidential Commitments

Great Lakes advocates have elevated Great Lakes
restoration in the past two presidential elections—
making it an issue that candidates from all parties now
take seriously when they campaign in the region.

Farmers inspect a buffer strip, which filters out
excess fertilizer and animal waste and reduces
erosion—protecting Great Lakes tributaries and the
Lakes themselves. Photo by Boh Nichols/U.S.D.A.
Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Winning Historic Federal
Investment in Great Lakes

In 2009 President Barack Obama and the U.S. Congress
invested $475 million in the Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative that helped jump-start restoration efforts by
funding goals of President Bush’s “Great Lake Regional
Collaboration to Restore and Protect the Great Lakes.”

Producing Results for People, Lakes

Over the past five years, federal restoration efforts have
infused more than $1.6 billion into more than 2,000
projects in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana,
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York. The
Coalition has also won federal investments to help com-
munities upgrade wastewater infrastructure to prevent
sewer overflows, fought to prevent invasive Asian carp
from entering the Lakes, secured financial incentives for
farmers to take specific actions to protect soil and water
quality, and defended Clean Water Act protections for
Great Lakes wetlands and small streams. This work is
producing results in communities across the region.
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The Coalition has come a long way over the last 10 years, but there’s more work to do.
We'll continue to be a powerful voice for the Great Lakes in the region and in our
nation’s capital.

Our job is not done until we’ve put an end to fish consumption advisories, habitat
destruction, beach closures, and drinking water restrictions. Until that time, the
Healing Our Waters —Great Lakes Coalition will continue to stand up for the Great
Lakes and the millions of people who depend on them.

We'll continue to fight for federal funding. We'll push for strong farm conservation
policies. We'll stand up for strong Clean Water Act protections. And we’ll work with
our partners to make sure we stave off new and emerging threats to the Great Lakes—
from Asian carp and climate change, to the unforeseen challenges in the years to come.

And we'll continue to be a trusted watchdog on federal restoration efforts—so that we
can make a strong program even better. The bottom line is: We will be on the job for as
long as it takes. We won't let federal officials stop now, because scaling back restoration
efforts will only make projects more difficult and more expensive the longer we wait.

All told, we're proud of our achievements over the last 10 years. We are well-positioned for
the future. And we look forward to building on our shared successes for years to come.
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